Dear BNN members,


The BNN Committee wishes to unofficially announce to its members that it will be holding its own symposium within the framework of the joint ISFNR and AFS conference that will be held in Miami, 18-22 October 2016. 


Please note that like everybody else, you should submit your abstracts according to the instructions of the AFS /ISFNR (see the AFS/ ISFNR Call for Papers). However, if you would like to present your paper within the inner framework of the BNN conference, you should add the sentence “This paper is to be presented in the framework of the meeting of the ISFNR Belief Narrative Network” to your abstract. Otherwise, there is good reason to expect that it will not be regarded as a submission for the BNN conference. Papers submitted for the BNN symposium should be related to the sessions topics that have been proposed by the BNN Committee (see below).


It has been agreed with the president of the ISFNR, Dr Ulrich Marzolph, that once abstracts have been officially submitted to the AFS/ ISFNR, those containing an indication that they are submissions to the BNN symposium will be forwarded to the BNN Committee for the evaluation. The BNN Committee will then decide whether they should be accepted.


Please note that the meeting of the BNN will also take place during the course of the conference. We strongly encourage members to participate in the meeting, since one of its functions will be to elect the new BNN Committee to serve on board from 2016-2020. It will also give us an opportunity to meet and discuss plans and suggestions regarding the future activities of the BNN.


Should any of you have any further questions regarding the conference, or the BNN in general, please do not hesitate to contact me by e-mail (mirjam.mencej@guest.arnes.si) . During the period 1 February – 1 May 2016, I will be doing field research abroad probably with little or no access to the internet. During this time, it will be best to contact Kaarina Koski (kaakos@utu.fi).


In the meantime, we would like to direct your attention to the newly published book of papers from a BNN conference: Nature Spirits: Continuity and Change, edited by Bela Mosia, which is available both in print and online: see http://www.zssu.ge/zssu2/node/809  


Also attached is a call for papers for a conference in Helsinki which may be of interest to some of you.


I look forward to seeing you all in Miami!


Best regards,


Mirjam





On behalf of the BNN Committee:


Willem de Blécourt, Marion Bowman, Terry Gunnell, Anders Gustavsson, Desmond Kharmawphlang, Mare Kõiva, Kaarina Koski, Mirjam Mencej, Maria Ines Palleiro, Alexander Panchenko, Ülo Valk 


PROPOSALS FOR BNN SESSIONS AT THE ISFNR/AFS CONFERENCE


BNN1: Changing Beliefs or Believing in Change: Narrative Approaches to Recent History. 


A recent Ipsos MORI statistical survey, the Perils of Perception 2015, shows that "the public" (supposedly a representative proportion of them) in 33 countries has false ideas about topics such as the division of wealth, obesity, religiosity, immigration and several other issues. In an earlier survey of 14 countries, different topics were selected, such as teenage pregnancy and murder rates, along with some similar ones, such as immigration and religiosity. An even earlier study, Understanding Society (2009), focused on partially different topics. In spite of their differences, these surveys make it possible to follow a specific number of popular notions over time. 


While "reality" certainly does not need to always be statistically expressed, its inaccurate perception may point to the concept of "belief", that is to say to topics about which truth and validity are subject to discussion. Since these "beliefs" are commonly expressed in narrative form, there is no reason to exclude them from a discussion of "folk beliefs", since "folk" refers not only to the inhabitants of a country but to "any group of people whatsoever". We should therefore make these matters also subject to our analysis.  See: https://www.ipsos-mori.com/researchpublications/researcharchive/3664/Perceptions-are-not-reality-what-the-world-gets-wrong.aspx?oUniqueId=13566 





BNN2: Legends and Religion: Exchanging Experiences of the Supernatural. 


Religious texts can be examined both as collections of mythologies and as belief narratives. They also have a considerable oral dimension, ranging from preaching to lay discussions. While these aspect encourage us invite the study of religions from a narrative perspective, in this session we would  like to encourage expositions on the relationship between "traditional" belief narratives and religious narratives. For example, one might consider whether Hindus have different views of ghosts than Christians, or what Native Americans might think about the suggestion (presumably not theirs) that werewolves and burial mounds can be associated? One might also consider whether shamans perform differently and tell different narratives within an Islamic context than in a Roman Catholic one? 


This session is also open to papers on a more theoretical level, discussing, for example, the development of the relation between religion and folklore, in an attempt to find out why the two have been so strictly segregated and in whether this was justified. 





BNN3: How Continuous are Belief Narratives? The Dynamics of the longue durée. 


It has long been taken for granted that nineteenth-century notions of, for instance, ghosts, devils, witches, werewolves, fairies and the like had remained constant since pre-Christian times. Now, there is mounting evidence that continuity should not be taken for granted; that the issue is much more complex; and that while some of the narratives about these “figures of belief” remained more or less similar, others completely disappeared and yet others only came into being only briefly before they were recorded. There were also conspicuous regional differences. Given, however, that very little work has yet been done on tracing the different figures and notions, including the narratives about them throughout the centuries, this session will mostly be of an inventory nature. Participants are invited to map out specific problem areas and source material and develop blue prints for future research projects and conferences.





BNN4: Experience and Emotions in Belief Narratives. 


So called “belief narratives” often relate uncanny experiences that, in the frame of the dominant academic discourse, have usually been understood as imaginary, cultural constructs, triggered or shaped by tradition. With a few exceptions, folklorists have tended to focus on various aspects of the narrative tradition, neglecting discussion on the experience itself. At most, experiences have been explained away, for example by giving reference  to reduced physical or mental capacity, resulting from hunger, fatigue or mental illness. In this session, the intention is for participants to take the experiencing individual seriously, examining the emotions and sensory perceptions described in the narratives.


The aim is thus to explore ways of understanding the underlying experiences that lie behind belief narratives in the light of the latest research (anthropological, medical, psychological, neuroscientific or from other fields), thereby intersecting various professional approaches.





BNN5: Beliefs in Discussion: Considering Conspiracy Theories and Other Firmly-Believed Narratives.


As suggested by the title, this section encourages presentations dealing with conspiracy theories and other firmly-believed narratives. These narratives can be seen as argumentative strategies supporting explanatory hypotheses dealing with social beliefs, such as conspiracies or other performative actions whose effectiveness is proved by anecdotes. Conspiracy theories dealing with power relations in social groups are also closely connected to contemporary popular culture. Conspiracy narratives thus cover a wide domain of topics, ranging from ufology to ritualized communications with the dead,  apocalyptic prophecies, and narratives dealing with dangerous actions apparently performed by people in places of power. They are also related to popular mythologies and political figures, as well as the archetypal alien abduction narratives and a range of other themes connected the contemporary culture, with or without supernatural elements. Whether they involve religious Apocalyptic prophecies, biblical conspiracy theories, Jihad, espionage and intelligence agencies, the spread of diseases such as AIDS all over the world, destructions, bombs or global wars, conspiracy narratives always express contemporary social beliefs, the roots of which can be found in the traditional past. 


�BNN6: Legends on the Screen: Visuality as the New Tradition. 


The television series Supernatural offers its own take on contemporary legends and related mythologies. It also features the occasional appearance of the Ghostfacers, a small group of teenagers in pursuit of the uncanny; an item which spawned its own web series. Both Supernatural and Ghostfacers are examples of how modern media have incorporated earlier “folklore” material into their narratives, and even more how some belief narratives of today are told from the viewpoint of the camera rather than in the medium of sound and print. Pre-planned frame, focus, lighting and choreographed movement thus become new elements of visual story-telling.


It may be argued that because series such as Supernatural are scripted, directed, and performed by professional actors, they are at least one step removed from “folk” performances by amateurs. Internet postings are certainly different from entertainment on television or films in cinemas. Nonetheless, the differences involved here are only gradual. If used for the delineation of what to study,the use of too limited definitions hinders insights into the interaction between different forms of visuality. Along with analyses of “beliefs” reflected narratives on the screen, this session invites presentations concerning types of narratives in other media that have been influenced by the screen narratives . 


See: Stacey Abbot & David Lavery (eds), TV Goes to Hell: An Unofficial Road Map of Supernatural (Toronto 2011). 








