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Areas of Interest (Folkloristics) 

Folk legends and beliefs (Nordic countries, Celtic countries, UK); performance (legends and 

space; legend tellings); legend databases (Iceland; Sagnagrunnur: 

http://www.sagnagrunnur.com/); legends in Old Nordic literature; modern legends and beliefs; 

mumming traditions; immigrant narratives  

 

Database (with Trausti Ólafsson and countless students): Sagnagrunnur: A database of Icelandic 

legends in print: http://www.sagnagrunnur.com/ 

 

Relevant Books on Folkoristics:  

Des. 2008: Editor: Legends and Landscape: Articles based on Plenary Lectures Presented at the 

5th Celtic-Nordic-Baltic Folklore Symposium, Reykjavík, 2005, ed. Terry Gunnell (University of 

Iceland Press: Reykjavík, 2008)   

 

Sept 2007: Editor: Masks and Mumming in the Nordic Area, ed. Terry Gunnell (Kungl. Gustav 

Adolfs Akademie: Uppsala, 2007)  

 
Articles/ Chapters on Legends and Beliefs: 

  

October 2014: The Vampire Returns to Britain: Considering the Images of Vampires, 

Werewolves and Ghosts in BBC’s Being Human, In Þjóðarspegillinn: Rannsóknir í 

Félagsvísindum XV: Erindi flutt á ráðstefnu í oktober 2014, ed. Helga Ólafs and Thamar M. 

Heijstra, Reykjavík: Félagsvísindastofnun Háskóla Íslands. 

 

August 2014: In Memorium: Bo Almqvist (1931-2013). Folklore, 125.2 (2014) 258-261 

 

Feb. 2013: (with Owe Ronström): Folklore och Performance Studies – en introduction: Í  

Folkloristikens akutella utmaningar: Vänbok til Ulf Palmenfelt, ed. Owe Rönström, Georg 

Drakos og Jonas Engman (Visby: Högskolan på Gotland, 2013), 21-55  

 

December 2012: “Clerics as Collectors of Folklore in Nineteenth-Century Iceland”, Arv: Nordic 

Yearbook of Folklore, 68, 45-66. (ERIH, NAT) 

 

Oct. 2012: Kraftur staðarins: Íslenskar sagnir um álagabletti í samanburði við erlendar sagnir. In 

Rannsóknir í félagsvísindum XIII. Erindi flutt á ráðstefnu í október 2012 (Félags- og 

mannvísindadeild): ed. Sveinn Eggertsson and Ása G. Ásgeirsdóttir. Reykjavík: 

Félagsvísindastofnun Háskóla Íslands.  

 

August 2012: National Folklore, National Drama and the Creation of Visual National Identity:  
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The Case of Jón Árnason, Sigurður Guðmundsson and Indriði Einarsson in Iceland, 

í Folklore and Nationalism in Europe During the Long Nineteenth Century, ed. Timothy 

Baycroft and David Hopkin, National Cultivation of Culture, Vol. 4 (rits. Joep Leersen) (Leiden, 

Boston: Brill), 301-323.   

 

May 2012: Jacqueline Simpson: An Appreciation, í Jacqueline Simpson, Studies in English and  

Scandinavian Folklore: Selected Articles from Folklore presented to the author for her 80th 

birthday, ed. Patricia Lysarght and James Grayson (The Folklore Society: London, 2012), vii-

xiv.  

 

April 2012: Waking the Dead: Folk Legends Concerning Magicians and Walking Corpses in 

Iceland, í News from other Worlds: Studies in Nordic Folklore, Mythology and Culture (In 

Honour of John Lindow), ed. Merill Kaplan and Timothy R. Tangherlini, Wildcat Canyon 

Advanced Seminars, Occasional Monograph Series, vol. 1 (Berkeley Los Angeles: North 

Pinehurst Press, 2012), 235-266. 

 

January 2011: Introduction: Performance Stages of the Nordic World, Ethnologia Europaea, 

40.2, 2010, 5-13. 

 

August 2010: Sagnagrunnur: A New Database of Icelandic Legends in Print, Folklore: 

Electronic Journal of Folklore, 45, 151-162: http://www.folklore.ee/folklore/vol45/gunnell.pdf 

  

April 2010: From Daisies to Oak Trees: The Politics of Early Folktale Collection in Northern  

Europe. Folklore (ISI tímarit), 121.1  12-37 

 

October 2009: „Heima á milli: Þjóðtrú og þjóðsagnir á Íslandi við upphaf 21 aldar“: Rannsóknir í  

félagsvísindum: Félags og mannvísindadeild: Erindi flutt á ráðstefnu í oktober 2009: Rits. 

Gunnar Þór Jóhannesson og Helga Björnsdóttir. Reykjavík: Félagsvísindastofnun Háskóla 

Íslands 

 

August 2009: Legends and Landscape in the Nordic Countries. Cultural and Social History  

(2009), 6.3, 305-322.  

 

December 2008: Introduction. In Legends and Landscape, ed. Terry Gunnell (Háskóla útgáfan:  

Reykjavík, 2008), 13-24.  

 

Oct. 2008: Þjóðfræði, þjóðleikhús og mótun sjónrænnar þjóðarímyndar: Sigurður Guðmundsson, 

Indriði Einarsson og álfabrennurnar: Rannsóknir í félagsvísindum IX: Erindi flutt á ráðstefnu í 

oktober 2008. Ed. Gunnar Þór Jóhannesson and Helga Björnsdóttir. Reykjavík. 775-785.  

 

Feb. 2008: Elves. Í The Greenwood Encyclopedia of Folktales and FairyTales, ed. Donald  

Haase (Westport, Connecticut 2008), I, 293-294.  

 

December 2007: “Það er til fleira á himni og jörðu, Hóras”: Kannanir á íslenskri þjóðtrú og  

trúarviðhorfum 2006-2007. Í Rannsóknum í Félagsvísindum VIII (Félagsvísindadeild): Erindi 

flutt á ráðstefnu í desember 2007, ed. Gunnar Þór Jóhannesson. Félagsvísindastofnun. Reykjavík. 

801-812. 
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Autumn 2007: How Elvish Were the Álfar. Í Constructing Nations, Reconstructing Myth: 

Essays in Honour of T. A. Shippey, ed. Andrew Wawn, Graham Johnson and John Walter 

(Turnhout, 2007), 111-130  

  

December 2006: «Innrás hinna utanaðkomandi dauðu»: Sjöunda landsbyggðarráðstefna  

Sagnfræðingafélags Íslands og Félags þjóðfræðinga á Íslandi; haldin á Eiðum 3.-5. júni 2005: 

Ráðastefnurit: Fylgirit Múlaþings 33. Útg. Héraðsnefnd Múlasýslna og Sagnfræðingafélag 

Íslands. Egilsstaðir 2006. bls. 47-54 

 

Autumn 2006: Narratives, Space And Drama: Essential Spatial Aspects Involved in the 

Performance and Reception of Oral Narrative: Folklore, An Electronic Journal vol 33 (2006), 7-

26 (see also http://www.folklore.ee/Folklore/vol33/terry.pdf) 

 

August 2006: How Elvish Were the Álfar in The Fantastic in Old Norse/ Icelandic  

Literature; Sagas and the BritishIsles: The 13th International Saga Conference: Durham and 

York, 6th-12th August 2006. Ed. John McKinnell, David Ashurst and Donata Kirk. Durham. I, 

321-328. 

 

 

Summer 2006: Introduction to Hildur, Queen of the Elves and Other Icelandic Legends,  

retold by J. M. Bedell; introduced and translated by Terry Gunnell. Northhampton, Mass. Bls. 1-

26 

 

Janúar 2005: „Iceland“, í The Greenwood Encycopedia of World Folklore and Folklife, III:  

Europe, ed. William M. Clements (Westport, Connecticut: 2006), 111-123 

 

Summer 2005: “An Invasion of Foreign Bodies: Legends of Washed Up Corpses in  

Iceland”, Eyðvinur: Heiðursrit til Eyðun Andreassen, rits. Malan Marnersdóttir, Jens Cramer og 

Arnfinnur Johansen (Tórshavn, 2005), 70-79 

 

Oct. 2004: “Íslenski sagnagrunnurinn”, Rannsóknir í Félagsvísindum, IV, ed. Úlfar Hauksson  

(Reykjavík, 2004), 611-619 

 

2004: “Islands and Narratives”, Journal of Indian Folkloristics, V, 1 (January-December 2003),  

185-189 

 

2004: “The Coming of the Christmas Visitors: Folk Legends Concerning the Attacks on  

Icelandic Farmhouses Made by Spirits at Christmas,” Northern Studies, 38 (2004), 51-75 

 

2003:  http://www.nordals.hi.is/terry.html (á vefsíðu Stofnun Sigurðar  

Nordals: „Tívar in a Timeless Land: Tolkien's elves 

 

May 2001: „Mists, Magicians and Murderous Children: International Migratory Legends  

Concerning the "Black Death" in Iceland“: Northern Lights: Following Folklore in North  

Western Europe: Essays in Honour of Bo Almqvist, rits. Séamas Ó Catháin (Dublin, 2001), 47-

59. 

 

December 2000: Galdramenn, gufa og útigangsbörn: Alþjóðlegar flökkusagnir um svartadauða á 

Íslandi. Rannsóknir í félagsvísindum III:  Félagsvísindadeild, Háskóla Íslands. 397-407 

 

http://www.folklore.ee/Folklore/vol33/terry.pdf
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December 1998 „The Return of Sæmundur: Origins and Analogues"í Þjóðlíf og þjóðtrú:  

Ritgerðir helgaðar Jóni Hnefli Aðalsteinssyni, rits. Terry Gunnell, Jón Jónson og Valdimar Tr. 

Hafstein (Reykjavík, 1998), 87-111.  

 


